
RDER OF THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

9055
Misc. Docket No. 0Il---------

Appointment of a District Judge to Rule on a Motion
to Recuse filed in a State Bar Disciplinary Action

The Supreme Court of Texas hereby appoints the Honorable Margaret Keliher, Judge of
the 44th District Court of Dallas County, Texas, to preside in the Disciplinary Action styled:

The Commission for Lawyer D'nscnp ânane v. Zerrie R. Haanes

to be filed in a District Court of Harris County, Texas.

The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall promptly forward to the District Clerk of Harris
County, Texas, a copy of the Disciplinary Petition and this Order for filing and service pursuant to
Rule 3.03, Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure.

As ordered by the Supreme Court of Texas, in chambers,

With the Seal the eof affixed at the City
Of Austin, this day of April, 2001.

M[E COURT OF TEXAS



This assignment, made by Misc. Docket No. 01-9055, is also an assignment by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court pursuant to Texas Government Code §74.057.

Signed this 7 day of April, 2001.

L
Thomas R. Phillips
Chief Justice



CAUSE NO.

COMMISSION FOR LAWYER DISCIPLINE, § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

§
Petitioner, §

§
vs. § HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

§
ZERRIE L. HINES §

§
Respondent. § JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORIGINAL DISCIPLINARY PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THE COURT:

COMES NOW Petitioner, the COMMISSION FOR LAWYER DISCIPLINE, a

committee of the STATE BAR OF TEXAS (hereinafter referred to as "Petitioner"), complaining of

Respondent, ZERRIE L. HINES (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent"), and would

respectfully show unto the Court the following:

I. DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN

Pursuant to Rules 190.1 and 190.2, TEXAS RuLES OF CIViL PROCEDUxE (TRCP),

Petitioner intends discovery in this case to be conducted under the Level 1 Discovery Control

Plan. Pursuant to Rule 190.2(a)(1), TRCP, Petitioner affirmatively pleads that it seeks only

monetary relief aggregating fifty thousand and no/100 dollars ($50,000.00) or less, excluding

costs, pre-judgment interest and attorneys' fees.

GH. NATURE OF PROCEEDIN

Petitioner brings this disciplinary action pursuant to the STATE BAR ACT, TEXAS

GOVERNMENT CODE ANNOTATED §81.001, et seq. (Vernon 1988 and supp. 1994), the TEXAS
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DISCIPLINARY RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT, and the TEXAS RULES OF DISCIPLINARY

PROCEDURE.

M. V NUE

Respondent is an attorney licensed to practice law in Texas and is a member of the STATE

BAR OF TExAs. Respondent's residence and principal place of practice is Harris County, Texas;

therefore, venue is appropriate in Harris County, Texas, pursuant to Rule 3.03 of the TEx.e.s

RULES OF DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE. Respondent may be served at his business address, 1301

Leeland Street, Suite 210, Houston, Harris County, Texas, 77002.

W. CAUSE OF ACTION

On or about February 11, 1999, HANS KETTH BRODERSON, SR (hereinafter

referred to as "Complainant") hired Respondent to appeal the criminal conviction of

Complainant's son. Complainant paid Respondent a total amount of Ten Thousand Seven

Hundred and No/100 Dollars ($10,700.00), which included the court reporter's fee for the

transcript: On or about November 19, 1999, and May 8, 2000, Respondent received notice from

the court of appeals to pay the court reporter's fee for the transcript; however, Respondent failed

to forward said payment.

During the course of the representation, Complainant repeatedly made requests for

information about the status of the case; however, Respondent failed to respond.

Additionally, on or about August 8, 2000, Respondent received notice of the complaint

filed against him by Complainant. Said notice required Respondent to file a written response to

the allegations of professional misconduct within thirty (30) days of his receipt of same.

Respondent failed to respond.
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V. RULE VIOLATIONS

The acts and/or omissions of Respondent described in Paragraph IV, above, constitute

conduct in violation of Rules 1.01(b)(1) [a lawyer shall not neglect a legal matter entrusted to the

lawyer]; 1.03(a) [ a lawyer shall keep a client reasonably informed about the status of a matter

and promptly comply with reasonable requests for information]; 8.01(b) [a lawyer shall not

knowingly fail to respond to a lawful demand for information from a disciplinary authority]; and

8.04(a)(1) [a lawyer shall not violate the TEXAS DISCIPLINARY RULES OF PROFESSIONAL

CONDUCT], of the TEXAS DISCIPLINARY RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.

VI.

The complaint that forms the basis of this cause of action was brought to the attention of

the Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel of the STATE BAR OF TEXAS by HANS KEITH

BRODERSON, SR.'s filing of a complaint on or about August 1, 2000.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Petitioner, the COMMISSION FOR

LAWYER DISCIPLINE, respectfully prays that this Court discipline Respondent, ZERRIE L.

HINES, by reprimand, suspension or disbarment, as the facts shall warrant; order restitution; and

grant all other relief to which Petitioner.may show itself to be justly entitled, including costs of

court and attorneys' fees.
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Respectfully submitted,

DAWN 1VIIULLER,
Chief Disciplinary Counsel

STATE BAR OF TEXAS
Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel
1111 Fannin, Suite 1370
Houston, Texas 77002
Phone: (713) 759-6931
Fax No.: (713) 752-2158

^,^„iv:rra^w

ATTORNEYS FOR PETITIONER,
COMMISSION FOR LAWYER DISCIPLINE

Original Disciplinary Petilion/Hines Page 4
J:\HINES. Z\CFLD2. JAH\PLEADING\DP. W PD



The Supreme Court of Texas
CHIEF JUSTICE

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS 201 West 14th Street Post Office Box 12248 Austin TX 78711
Telephone: 512/463-1312 Facsimile: 512/463-1365

CLERK
JOHN T. ADAMS

JUSTICES
NATHAN L. HECHT
CRAIG T. ENOCH
PRISCILLA R. OWEN
JAMES A. BAKER
GREG ABBOTT
DEBORAH G. HANKINSON
HARRIET O'NEILL
ALBERTO R. GONZALES

PR .10 `Z^O1

Ms. Jennifer A. Hasley
Assistant General Counsel, State Bar of Texas
1111 Fannin, Suite 1370
Houston, Texas 77002

Mr. Zerrie L. Hines .
1301 Leeland Street, Suite 210
Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Ms. Hasley and Mr. Hines:

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE ASST
JIM HUTCHESON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
NADINE SCHNEIDER

Pursuant to Rule 3.02 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure, I hereby notify you that
the Supreme Court of Texas has appointed the Honorable Margaret Keliher, Judge of the 44th District
Court, Dallas, Texas to preside in

Commission for Lawver Discipline v. Zerrie R. Hines

Sincerely,

SIGNED

John T. Adams
Clerk



The Supreme Court of Texas
CHIEF JUSTICE .

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS

JUSTICES
NATHAN L. HECHT
CRAIG T. ENOCH
PRISCILLA R. OWEN
JAMES A. BAKER
GREG ABBOTT
DEBORAH G. HANKINSON
HARRIET O'NEILL
ALBERTO R. GONZALES

CLERK
201 West 14th Street Post Office Box 12248 Austin TX 78711 JOHN T. ADAMS

Telephone: 512/463-1312 Facsimile: 512/463-1365

APR 10 10Q"l

Honorable Margaret Keliher
Judge, 44' District Court
George L. Allen Sr. Courts Building, 311 Floor
600 Commerce Street
Dallas, Texas 75202

Dear Judge Keliher:

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE ASST
JIM HUTCHESON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
NADINE SCHNEIDER

We enclose for your information a copy of the order of assignment, a copy of the
Disciplinary Action, a copy of the notification letter to Mr. Hines and Ms. Hasley, and a copy of the
letter to the District Clerk of Harris County.

It is recommended that, six to eight weeks after receipt of this letter, you contact the Harris
County District Court Administrative Office (713-755-7593) to find out the district court to which
this disciplinary case has been assigned. We then recommend that, either before or immediately
after you set the case for trial, you again contact the Harris County District Court Administrative
Office (713-755-6593) to reserve a courtroom, provide for a court reporter, etc. Finally, you should
contact the Presiding Judge of the Administrative Judicial Region into which you have been assigned
(713-471-3911) to obtain information on lodging, allowable expenses, and claims forms for your
expenses incident to presiding over this disciplinary case.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

John T. Adams
Clerk



The Supreme Court of Texas
CHIEF JUSTICE

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS

JUSTICES
NATHAN L. HECHT
CRAIG T. ENOCH
PRISCILLA R. OWEN
JAMES A. BAKER
GREG ABBOTT
DEBORAH G. HANKINSON
HARRIET O'NEILL
ALBERTO R. GONZALES

201 West 14th Street Post Office Box 12248 Austin TX 78711
Telephone: 512/463-1312 Facsimile: 512/463-1365
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CLERK
JOHN T. ADAMS

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
WILLIAM L. WILLIS

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE ASST
JIM HUTCHESON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
NADINE SCHNEIDER

The Honorable Charles Bacarisse
District Clerk of Harris County
P.O. Box 4651
Houston, Texas 77002

Dear Mr. Bacarisse:

Pursuant to Rule 3.03 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure, I am sending for filing
State Bar of Texas Disciplinary Action styled: The Commission for Lawyer Discipline v. Zerrie R.
Hines, and. a copy of the Supreme Court's order appointing the Honorable Margaret Keliher, of the
44th District Court, Dallas, Texas, to preside in this Disciplinary Action.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

John T. Adams
Clerk

cc: Honorable Margaret Keliher •
Ms: Jennifer A. Hasley
Mr. Zerrie R. Hines
Ms. Melissa Dartez


